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STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
AGENDA 

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. September 18, 2020

III. COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

IV. STAND BY YOUR AD
1. Revised Schedule of Penalties
2. Stand By Your Ad Hearings

A. Arika Phillips For CCPS School Board (CC-19-00127)
B. Devito Kuchenbuch Election Campaign 

(CC-15-00047)
C. Floyd Miles
D. Friends of Virginia – (CC-19-00343)
E. Gilbert A. Smith
F. Larry Snow
G. Rob Tyler
H. Southampton County Democratic Committee
I. Tyler House of Delegates (CC-12-01257)
J. Gayle M. Gilmore – (CC-20-00041)
K. Linwood W. Johnson, III
L. Tony Buffington – (CC-14-00363)

V. PUBLIC COMMENT

VI. ADJOURNMENT

Robert Brink, Chairman 

Jamilah LeCruise, Secretary 

Christopher E. Piper 
Commissioner 
 

Arielle A. Schneider 
Privacy Officer

DATE: Tuesday, October 20, 2020  
LOCATION: James Monroe Building 

101 N. 14th St., Richmond, VA 
Conference room C, D, & E 

TELECONFERENCE: 
+1-517-466-2023 US Toll

+1-866-692-4530 US Toll Free
Access code: 171 734 3658

VIDEO CONFERENCE:  
https://covaconf.webex.com/covaconf/j.php?MTID=m6

e12dd3cc7fc56ead994ff62d2424b09 
Password: CXwpug4Br29 

TIME: After the Public Hearing 

https://covaconf.webex.com/covaconf/j.php?MTID=m6e12dd3cc7fc56ead994ff62d2424b09
https://covaconf.webex.com/covaconf/j.php?MTID=m6e12dd3cc7fc56ead994ff62d2424b09


NOTE: Public comment will be offered prior to Board action, but comments will 
be limited to the specific agenda item in question. An open public comment period will be 

offered prior to adjournment. Members of the public participating virtually who wish to 
give public comment on any of the agenda items may do so; if using WebEx, by using the 
raise hands feature, or if by phone, identifying themselves when the Chair opens the floor 

to those members of the public attending via telephone.  Due to Social distancing 
guidelines, we are limited to 24 seats to the public. A face mask is required to enter 

the building. 
 https://townhall.virginia.gov/L/ViewMeeting.cfm?MeetingID=31493 

https://townhall.virginia.gov/L/ViewMeeting.cfm?MeetingID=31493


Approval of Minutes  
BOARD WORKING PAPERS 

Secretary LeCruise 



State Board of Elections 
FINAL Meeting Minutes  
Friday, September 18, 2020 

1 

The State Board of Elections (“the Board”) meeting was held by electronic 2 

communication on Friday, September 18, 2020. Robert Brink, Chairman, John 3 

O’Bannon, Vice Chairman, and Jamilah LeCruise, Secretary, represented the State Board 4 

of Elections (“the Board”). Christopher E. “Chris” Piper, Commissioner and Jessica 5 

Bowman, Deputy Commissioner, represented the Department of Elections (“ELECT”). 6 

Carol Lewis and Heather Hays Lockerman represented the Office of the Attorney 7 

General (“OAG”). Chairman Brink called the meeting to order at 1:01 P.M. 8 

Chairman Brink informed the Board that on March 12, 2020, Governor Ralph S. 9 

Northam declared that a state of emergency exists in the Commonwealth as the result of 10 

the potential spread of COVID-19, a communicable disease presenting a threat to public 11 

health. On March 30, 2020, the Governor issued an executive order requiring all 12 

individuals in Virginia to remain at their place of residence, with certain enumerated 13 

exceptions. 14 

This meeting was conducted consistent with the requirements for electronic 15 

meetings by public bodies set forth in Items 4-0.01 of House Bills 29 and 30, as passed 16 

by the General Assembly (“GA”) and signed by the Governor in April of this year. The 17 

purpose of the meeting is to transact the statutorily required business of the Board. 18 

Chairman Brink stated that the Board would receive public comments on agenda items 19 

prior to its action on that item, and an open public comment period would be offered 20 

prior to adjournment. 21 
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The first item of business was the approval of the minutes presented by Secretary 22 

LeCruise. Vice Chair O’Bannon moved that the Board approve the minutes from the 23 

April 3, 2020 Board meeting. Chairman Brink seconded the motion, and the motion 24 

passed unanimously. A roll call vote was taken: 25 

Chairman Brink – Aye 26 

Vice Chair O’Bannon – Aye 27 

Secretary LeCruse – Aye  28 

Vice Chair O’Bannon moved that the Board approve the minutes from the August 4, 29 

2020 Board Meeting. Chairman Brink seconded the motion, and the motion passed 30 

unanimously. A roll call vote was taken: 31 

Chairman Brink – Aye 32 

Vice Chair O’Bannon –Aye  33 

Secretary LeCruise – Aye 34 

The next item of business was the Commissioner’s Report presented by 35 

Commissioner Piper. Commissioner Piper informed the Board that today starts the “45-36 

day” early voting and the deadline for all 133 localities to mail out absentee ballots. The 37 

Commissioner informed the Board that he accompanied Governor Northam to the 38 

Richmond General Registrars (“GR”) office to vote. Commissioner Piper expressed his 39 

appreciation to the 133 localities and the ELECT staff on preparing for early voting. 40 

The Commissioner stated that the GA passed the no-excuse absentee early voting 41 

period, allowing voters to vote in the November 2020 general election for  45 days prior 42 

to November 3, 2020. Commissioner Piper informed the Board that as of September 17, 43 
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2020, there had been 840,000 absentee ballot requests. The Commissioner informed the 44 

Board that during the special session, the bill passed to provide absentee voters prepaid 45 

postage envelopes. Commissioner Piper stated that the absentee ballots mailed September 46 

18 would contain a return prepaid postage envelope. The Commissioner stated that the 47 

GA set aside two million dollars to reimburse the localities for the prepaid postage. 48 

Commissioner Piper stated that the GA instituted a cure process for the ballot 49 

envelopes. The Commissioner explained to the Board, that normally, if a voter failed to 50 

provide certain information on the absentee ballot’s internal envelope, it would be 51 

rejected.  The cure process allows the GR to contact the voter within three days via 52 

phone, email, or letter, notifying them of the error and providing them an opportunity to 53 

correct the ballot or request a new ballot to submit. Commissioner Piper stated that in 54 

June, ELECT entered into a consent decree from the Virginia League of Women Voters 55 

for the removal of the witness signature on the return absentee ballot envelope. The 56 

Commissioner stated that the consent decree was put into law by the GA during the 57 

August session. Commissioner Piper stated if a voter is unable to provide a witness 58 

signature safely, they are not required to do so, and informed the Board that local 59 

elections officials (general registrars) were informed not to reject an absentee ballot based 60 

on a voter’s inability to provide a witness signature. 61 

The Commissioner stated that during the August 8th Board Meeting, the Board 62 

adopted two requirements for absentee ballots: the requirement for all localities to place 63 

an intelligent mail barcode on the absentee ballot envelope to track the ballot through its 64 

mailing process and the requirement that all ballots and envelopes contain the Elections 65 
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Mail Insignia.  Commissioner Piper stated that the Elections Mail Insignia is an identifier 66 

for the United States Postal Service (“USPS”) to recognize the envelope as official 67 

Elections/(ELECT) mail and classify it as a high priority. The Commissioner informed 68 

the Board that ELECT is in a partnership with the USPS regional team throughout this 69 

Election. Commissioner Piper informed the Board that ELECT was also in a consent 70 

decree to allow individuals with a print disability to safely and privately submit their 71 

ballot to ELECT.  72 

The Commissioner informed the Board that ELECT has started a Democracy 73 

Defended media campaign and a Free to be Absentee promotional program.  74 

Commissioner Piper stated that ELECT has provided these two PR campaigns to 75 

highlight the elections security efforts provided by ELECT.  The Commissioner informed 76 

the Board that the PR campaigns and absentee program provides information to the 77 

public on how to register to vote, early voting, how to safely cast a ballot, important 78 

deadlines, etc. Commissioner Piper stated the elections security program called 79 

Democracy Defended provides the public with an insight of what ELECT has been doing 80 

to ensure the safety of the Election and remind voters that their votes are safe. The 81 

Commissioner informed the Board that Democracy Defended also gives voters the 82 

opportunity to sign up as an officer of election to serve at a local polling place. 83 

Commissioner Piper added that Governor Northam’s Chief of Staff, the Secretary of 84 

Education, the National Guard and others have sent out information encouraging 85 

students, faculty, and staff to sign up to serve as officers of election at their local polling 86 

places.   87 
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 The Commissioner then showed the Board the video created by ELECT for the 88 

Democracy Defended campaign. Commissioner Piper expressed his appreciation to the 89 

ELECT team for the hard work put into the campaign. 90 

The next item of business was the DEMTECH Electronic Pollbook Certification 91 

presented by James Heo, Confidential Policy Advisor. This report is in the Working 92 

Papers for the September 18, 2020 meeting. Vice Chair O’Bannon moved that the Board 93 

certify the use of Centerpoint ePollTab 1.0 in elections in the Commonwealth of Virginia, 94 

pursuant to the State Certification of Electronic Pollbook: Requirements and Procedures. 95 

Secretary LeCruise seconded the motions and the motion passed unanimously. A roll call 96 

vote was taken: 97 

Chairman Brink – Aye 98 

Vice Chair O’Bannon – Aye  99 

Secretary LeCruise – Aye 100 

Chairman Brink opened the floor to public comment.  101 

The Chairman announced that the Board would go into Closed Session. At 1:30 102 

P.M., Secretary LeCruise moved that the Board go into closed session for the purpose of103 

consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants for the 104 

purpose of receiving legal advice, as authorized by Section 2.2-3711(A)(7) of the Code of 105 

Virginia concerning the following ongoing legal matters: 106 

a. Wilson v. Virginia State Board of Elections107 

b. Washington v. Trump108 

c. Gary v. Virginia State Board of Elections109 
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d.   Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee v. Virginia State Board of 110 

Elections 111 

e.    Constitution Party of Virginia v. Virginia State Board of Elections 112 

f.     Alliance Party v. Virginia State Board of Elections 113 

g.    Luciani v. Virginia State Board of Elections   114 

h.   League of Women Voters of Virginia v. Virginia State Board of Elections   115 

i.      Townes v. Virginia State Board of Elections 116 

j.      Beher v. Virginia State Board of Elections 117 

k.    Goldman v. Virginia State Board of Elections 118 

l.      Kim v. Virginia Department of Elections” 119 

 120 

In accordance with Virginia Code Section 2.2-3712(F), Carol Lewis from the 121 

Office of the Attorney General, as well as Christopher Piper, Commissioner of Elections, 122 

Jessica Bowman, Deputy Commissioner of Elections, and Daniel Persico, Chief 123 

Information Officer of Elections will attend the closed session because their presence will 124 

reasonably aid the Board in its consideration of the subject of the meeting. Vice Chair 125 

O’Bannon seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. A roll call vote was 126 

taken: 127 

Chairman Brink – Aye 128 

Vice Chair O’Bannon – Aye  129 

Secretary LeCruise – Aye  130 
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At 2:02 P.M, Vice Chair O’Bannon moved to reconvene in open session, and take 131 

a roll call vote certifying that to the best of each member’s knowledge (i) only such public 132 

business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under this chapter 133 

and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the 134 

closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed, or considered. A roll call vote was 135 

taken: 136 

Chairman Brink – Aye 137 

Vice Chair O’Bannon – Aye 138 

Secretary LeCruise – Aye  139 

Vice Chair O’Bannon moved to adjourn the meeting. Secretary LeCruise seconded 140 

the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at approximately 141 

2:04 P.M. 142 

143 

_____________________________________ 144 
Chairman 145 

146 
_____________________________________ 147 
Vice Chairman 148 

149 
_____________________________________ 150 
Secretary 151 

152 



Commissioner’s Report 
BOARD WORKING PAPERS 

Christopher E. Piper 
Commissioner 



Stand by Your Ad 
BOARD WORKING PAPERS 

Arielle A. Schneider 
Privacy Officer 



TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE:  

Memorandum 

Chairman Brink, Vice Chair O’Bannon, and Secretary LeCruise 

Arielle Anderson Schneider, Privacy Officer  

Revised Schedule of Penalties for Stand By Your Ad violations  

October 20, 2020 

Proposed Motion 

I move that the State Board of Elections adopt the revised Schedule of Penalties for the purpose of 
assessing penalties for violations of Stand By Your Ad pursuant to the Code of Virginia § 24.2-
955.3(A), effective immediately.      

Background 

In response to a request by the State Board of Elections, the Department of Elections re-examined the 
Schedule of Penalties for violations of Stand By Your Ad included in the campaign finance summaries 
required by the Code of Virginia §24.2- 946(A).  ELECT presented the below proposal to the Board at 
its regularly scheduled meeting held January 28, 2020 for consideration and feedback, and now presents 
the below revisions for adoption.   

The Code of Virginia § 24.2-955.3(A) requires that any sponsor of a print media advertisement be 
subject to a civil penalty of no more than $1,000 per violation, and no more than $2,500 for a violation 
that occurs within the 14 days prior to or on election day.   

Revisions to the Schedule of Penalties 

The following penalties will apply to statewide and General Assembly candidates, their campaign 
committees, and any other committee that sponsors advertisements regarding candidates for statewide 
office or the General Assembly.  Committees sponsoring advertisements supporting multiple candidates, 
both for statewide or General Assembly and local or constitutional office, will be subject to the 
penalties assessed for statewide or General Assembly office.    

Violations of Print Media advertisements regarding statewide or General Assembly offices shall be 
penalized as follows:  



$100 for a first time violation, except that multiple copies of certain advertisements (handcards, 
flyers, or business cards) shall result in the assessment of penalties for no more than five 
violations per printing;  

$300 for a violation found of an advertisement sponsored by a candidate or committee which 
has previously received a penalty under Virginia’s Stand By Your Ad law, except that multiple 
copies of certain advertisements (handcards, flyers, or business cards) shall result in the 
assessment of penalties for no more than five violations per printing;  

If the advertisement is disseminated or on display in the 14 days prior to or on the Election Day 
for which the advertisement pertains, the penalty will be doubled.   

The following penalties will apply to candidates for local and constitutional office and their committees 
that sponsor political advertisements, in addition to any committee sponsoring an advertisement 
regarding candidates for local and constitutional office.   

Violations of Print Media advertisements regarding local or constitutional offices shall be penalized as 
follows:  

$50 for a first time violation, except that multiple copies of certain advertisements (handcards, 
flyers, or business cards) shall result in the assessment of penalties for no more than five 
violations per printing;  

$100 for a violation found of an advertisement sponsored by a candidate or committee which 
has previously received a penalty under Virginia’s Stand By Your Ad law, except that multiple 
copies of certain advertisements (handcards, flyers, or business cards) shall result in the 
assessment of penalties for no more than five violations per printing;  

If the advertisement is disseminated or on display in the 14 days prior to or on the Election Day 
for which the advertisement pertains, the penalty will be doubled. 

Furthermore, if by unanimous vote the Board agrees that both the seriousness of the offense(s) 
and harm to the public are low, the Board may replace any penalties assessed under this 
schedule for violations of print media advertisements regarding local or constitutional offices, 
with a $25 penalty, as long as the sponsor has not previously violated Stand By Your Ad.   



Stand By Your Ad
October 20, 2020

State Board of Elections Meeting



Print Media
1. Arika Phillips For CCPS School Board CC-19-00127
2. Devito Kuchenbuch Election Campaign CC-15-00047

3. Floyd Miles
4. Friends of Virginia - CC-19-00343
5. Gilbert A. Smith
6. Larry Snow
7. Rob Tyler
8. Southampton County Democratic Committee



Print Media (cont.)
9.     Tyler House of Delegates CC-12-01257
10. Gayle M. Gilmore - CC-20-00041
11. Linwood W. Johnson, III
12. Tony Buffington - CC-14-00363



Advertisement, 24.2-955.1
“Advertisement means any message appearing in the print media, on 
television, or on radio that constitutes a contribution or expenditure 
under Chapter 9.3”

Contribution or Expenditure, 24.2-945.1 
“Contribution means money and services of any amount, in-kind contribution, and 
any other thing of value, given, advanced, loaned, or in any other way provided to a 
candidate, campaign committee, political committee, or person for the purpose of 
expressly advocating the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate … 
Contribution includes money, services, or things of value in any way provided by a 
candidate to his own campaign …”
“Expenditure means money and services of any amount, and any other thing of 
value, paid, loaned, provided or in any other way disbursed by any candidate, 
campaign committee, political committee, or person for the purpose of expressly 
advocating the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate …”



Candidate, 24.2-101

“Candidate means a person who seeks or campaigns for an office of the 
Commonwealth or one of its governmental units in a general, primary, 
or special election and who is qualified to have his name placed on the 
ballot. …

For the purposes of Chapters 9.3 and 9.5, “candidate” shall include any 
person who raises or spends funds in order to seek or campaign for an 
office of the Commonwealth, excluding federal offices, or one of its 
governmental units in a party nomination process or general, primary, 
or special election; and such person shall be considered a candidate 
until a final report is filed pursuant to Article 8 of Chapter 9.3.”



1VAC20-90-30. Express advocacy.

When used in Chapter 9.3 (§ 24.2-945 et seq.) and Chapter 9.5 (§ 24.2-955 et 
seq.) of Title 24.2 of the Code of Virginia, "expressly advocating" or any 
variation thereof shall mean any communication that uses phrases such as 
"vote for," "elect," "support," "cast your ballot for," "Smith for Congress," 
"vote against," "defeat," "reject," or any variation thereof or any 
communication when taken as a whole and with limited reference to 
external events, such as the proximity to the election, that could only be 
interpreted by a reasonable person as containing advocacy of the election or 
defeat of one or more clearly identified candidates because (i) the electoral 
portion of the communication is unmistakable, unambiguous, and suggestive 
of only one meaning and (ii) reasonable minds could not differ as to whether 
it encourages actions to elect or defeat one or more clearly identified 
candidates.



Schedule of Penalties candidates for General 
Assembly or local candidates



REVISED Schedule of Penalties (General Assembly and statewide 
offices) 

• $100 per violation if first time before Board for SBYA 
• $300 per violation 
• If advertisement disseminated or on display within 14 days prior to or 

on Election Day, penalty will be doubled 



REVISED Schedule of Penalties (local and constitutional offices) 

• $50 per violation if first time before Board for SBYA 
• $100 per violation 
• If advertisement disseminated or on display within 14 days prior to or 

on Election Day, penalty will be doubled 
• If by unanimous vote, the Board agrees that both the seriousness of 

the offense and harm to the public are low, the Board may replace 
any penalties assessed under this schedule for violations of print 
media advertisements with a $25 penalty, as long as the sponsor has 
not previously violated Stand By Your Ad 



1. Arika Phillips for CCPS School Board CC-19-00127

Complaint by 
Joe Kusterbeck

Four (4) Signs
One (1) Banner
One (1) Flyer

Violation date  11/05/2019

Election Date 11/05/2019





To all parties concerned:

Please accept this statement as a response to the compliant filed against my campaign for Chesterfield 
County School Board:

On the evening of November 4, 2019, I was made aware of a printing error (lack of candidate disclosure) on 
some of my literature and signs. We quickly tried to remediate the problem by placing printed candidate 
disclosure labels and/or writing the disclosure with permanent marker on all of the signs and literature that 
we could retrieve. As an independent candidate without a political party’s endorsement/support, we did not 
have enough manpower retrieve and remediate all of the materials. However, with a concerted effort, we 
sought out to correct every visible sign, and we noticed that several of my signs were missing, then they 
later reappeared without the necessary corrections. It is our belief, that the removal and reappearance of 
my signs and as well as this complaint, stemmed from the concerns that I raised with a specific political 
committee regarding their bias actions and lack of inclusion, in efforts to retaliate against me.

I have attached a video for your reference.

Respectfully,

Arika Phillips



Devito Kuchenbuch Election Campaign - CC-15-00047

2. Devito Kuchenbuch Election Campaign CC-15-00047

2 Complaints by Case Clinger

One (1) Banner (only one side  provided)
Two (2) signs

Violation Date November 3 and 5, 2019
Election Date November 5, 2019



Devito Response

New signs for 2019

Remediation stickers purchased 10/9/19 for old signs from 2015 run



Floyd Miles

3. Floyd Miles
Delivered in person by Helen Payne-Jones 11/14/2019 

One (1) Pamphlet

Election Date 11/05/2019

Violation Date 10/18/2019



September 9, 2020

Dear Tammy Alexander:

I spoke to you earlier about 
Floyd H. Miles, Sr. being 
hospitalized and unable to 
join join by Webex a meeting 
scheduled for September 15, 
2020.  I was told he will be in 
rehab for two weeks.  When 
Mr. Miles found out that a 
mistake was found on his ad 
campaign pamphlet, he 
immediately had new ones 
reprinted. Below is a copy of 
the reprinted advertisement.

Sincerely,

Clem W. Miles

Miles Response



Friends of Virginia - CC-19-00343

4. Friends of Virginia CC-19-00343
One (1) Sign

Complaint by William Pace

Violation Date November 5, 2019

This is a front and back of a sign that has 
not been presented to the Board in a 
previous meeting.

Election Date November 5, 2019



To the  Departement of Elections, 

I’m responding to the Stand by Your Ad complaint related to my 2019 run for state senate. 

When I received notice of the initial violation related to the first-run printing of our campaign yard signs in  
September 2019, I instantly corrected the printing oversight. We had our Printer make labels to attach to the first-
run yard signs. Then we distributed the labels to me, my staff, and our direct volunteers.

I traveled  the 15th District from Prince George to Danville looking for signs that needed a “paid for by Friends of 
Virginia label”  and attached the new label to over 300-yard signs. 

Unfortunately, the picture in this complaint  was taken on Election Day November 5, 2019. But, I assure you that 
each yard sign we saw or were aware of; we corrected it by attaching a “paid for by Friends of Virginia” label in 
before the hearing in September . 
I question the motive of the photographer. It appears this yard sign was held onto in order to post and take a 

picture of it on Election Day to cause further financial hardship on me and my campaign. 

During my first appearance before the Board of Elections in September 2019,  I presented proof of the corrected 
yard signs by way of photographs.   Although, the Board considered my effort to correct the mistake, you may 
recall, I received the highest fine ever imposed on a campaign in Virginia that day.    

Today, I’m attaching a photo of the front  and  back of our corrected yard signs. 

Stay Safe,

I hope to virtually meet with you on November 15th.

Virginia M. Smith
Smith Response





5. Gilbert A. Smith
Pamphlet delivered in person by Helen Payne-Jones 11/14/2019 
(this is a 2nd pamphlet – we saw Mr. Smith at our last SBYA meeting)

One (1) pamphlet
One (1)postcard

Election Date 11/05/2019



5. Gilbert A. Smith

One (1) postcard

Only provided one side 
and it appears the top 
has been cut off

Violation Date October 7, 20

Complaint by Helen Payne-Jones

Election Date November 5, 2019



6. Larry Snow

One (1) online complaint

Violation Date October 30, 2019

Complaint by Jennifer Lewis-Fowler

Election Date November 5, 2019
For candidate 
Spurgeon “Billy” Wade



Good Afternoon Ms. Alexander,

Thank you for the letter dated August 27, 2020 informing me about a possible
campaign violation in 2019.  I was a candidate for re-election as the Commissioner
of Revenue and was again elected to serve our citizens. I did not spend any money
during my election campaign. I knew in early 2015 that I was going to send out a
flyer in favor of a good person, if one should run, against the Sheriff. A Albemarle
County Deputy, Billy Wade, decided to run against the sitting Sheriff. I didn't think
then and I still don't think that the past and present Sheriff should be wearing a
badge. It was my idea as a citizen of Greene County, to send out a flyer county wide,
and tell the people of our county about some of the things he had done and was
continuing  to do. The cost of the printing and mailing was a little over $3000.  I am
71 years old so I will not use ignorance as a defense if I have done something
wrong. I had plenty of time to gather information that was needed to do the flyer
correctly. I apologize for the trouble I have caused and will accept any penalties
that are imposed.

Respectfully,

Larry V. Snow

Snow Response



7. Rob Tyler

Hand delivered by Helen Payne-Jones 
November 14, 2019

One (1) Postcard

Election Date November 5, 2019



Rob Tyler Response



8. Southampton Democratic Committee

2 Complaints by Jennifer Maynard

Two (2) Sample Ballots

Violation Date November 5, 2019

Election Date November 5, 2019



Southampton County 
Democratic Committee 
Response



9. Tyler House of Delegates CC-12-01257

Two (2) Sample Ballots
Complaint by Jennifer Maynard
Violation Date November 5, 2019

Election Day November 5, 2019



Candidate 
Response

Dear Ms. Alexander, 

This letter is written in response to your communication dated March 2, 2020 regarding possible violation of Virginia’s Stand by Your Ad Law on Tuesday, 
November 5, 2019 General Election. In the paragraphs below are the sequence of events that occurred regarding the sample ballot disclaimer.

My campaign worker was instructed to print the sample ballots including all Democratic candidates for precincts in the City of Franklin for the Tuesday, November 
5, 2019 Election Day.  Prior to printing the sample ballots, my campaign staff contacted the registrar of the City of Emporia, Ashley Wall, who stated that “paid and 
authorized” was acceptable to be placed on the bottom of the ballots prior to printing and delivering them to Franklin Democratic Party for dissemination.

However,  late afternoon on election day, after a large turnout, I was contacted by Ricky Sykes, Chairperson of the Franklin Democratic party, who stated that the 
registrar, Jennifer Maynard, of the City of Franklin called him down to her office regarding inappropriate disclaimer at the bottom of the ballots and requested that 
he had to stop giving them out. While at the registrar office, Ricky telephoned me and I spoke to Ms. Maynard regarding ballots and she stated that the ballots 
could not be hand out.  I did not agree with Ms. Maynard. Subsequently, I contacted the State Board of Election to talk to Chris Piper for clarification.  
Unfortunately, he was not available. Therefore, I did talk to David Nichols at the State Board of Election for clarification. David Nichols stated if there is one 
candidate name on the ballot then “paid and authorized” disclaimer was appropriate. He, then gave me the wording of the disclaimer that should be on the ballot 
with multiple candidates. 

Consequently, within 1 1/2 hours later, campaign staff printed the new sample ballots with the correct disclaimer as instructed by David Nichols and delivered to  
Ricky Sykes, Chairperson of the Franklin Democratic Party in Franklin for dissemination.

I did not realize there was a typo on the ballot until receiving a letter from SBE with a copy of the 2 ballots regarding a complaint. Yes, it should have been the 
“City” of Franklin instead of “County” of Franklin on the ballots.  

However, I would like to note that I represent all the City of Franklin due to new redistricting lines.  Senator Cosgrove and Senator Lucas split the City of Franklin.
This is the reason why two different sample ballots were printed based on precincts with democratic senate candidates Louise Lucas, Rebecca Raveson and my 
name.  Therefore, to our knowledge, there was not any confusion among voters on election day.

I hope this letter clarifies the sample ballots concern. Should you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me at 804 892-6875. 
Sincerely,
Delegate Roslyn Tyler



10. Gayle M. Gilmore - CC-20-00041
1 sign

SBYA Online Complaint by George Van Laethem

Violation Date 04-24-2020

Election Day 05-19-2020



Gilmore Response



11. Linwood W. Johnson, III
1 sign

SBYA Online Complaint by Henri Porter

Violation Date March 27, 2020

Election Date May 19, 2020



I am Councilman Linwood W. 
Johnson, III informing you that 
my campaign signs were 
corrected between March 28th 
and March 29th of this year. I am 
also sending you a picture of the 
corrected signs. Thank you.

Johnson Response



12. Tony Buffington CC-14-00363
2 signs incomplete disclosure

SBYA Online Complaint by Christopher Bertraut

Complaint: Beverly Chiasson, Mary Lynn 
Hickey, and Erin Rayner currently have large 
signs throughout the Town of Purcellville 
that do not properly display their political 
disclosure statement. 

Violation Date  04-11-2020
Election Date June 4, 2020
For candidates Rayner, 
Chiasson, and Hickey



Sign 1

Sign 2



Buffington Response

Good morning Board members,

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to written notification from your offices of a complaint received by your 
staff regarding a paid advertisement sponsored in full by my campaign in support of three non-sponsoring but 
supportive candidates, approximately seven and a half weeks prior to the June 4th, 2020, Town of Purcellville 
election. 

I would have attended your September 15th meeting in person; however, per your letter, your preference is to 
receive a written response (email) in advance of the meeting due to COVID-19. 

This was the first time that my campaign has ever sponsored a sign in support of other candidates and I deeply 
regret that I was not fully aware of the specific legend/statement requirements for doing so. While I had the signs 
printed at a local print shop that routinely produces signage for campaigns and felt assured they would ensure the 
proper legend/statement requirements were met, I take full responsibility for my failure to actually ensure the 
proper legend/statement requirements were met prior to print.

Had I been notified of this oversight at any point prior too or while the signage was posted, I would have taken 
immediate corrective action, but that unfortunately did not occur until receipt of your letter this week. 

Please rest assured that this was NOT a willful violation and that I have since researched and learned the proper 
requirements should my campaign ever decide to do this again in the future. 

I apologize for this error, and thank you for taking the time to consider my response. 

Respectfully,
Tony Buffington
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