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MEMORANDUM

To: ]im Chapman, Director
Offiee of Board Relations
Virgiria Deparuuent of Educatio'n

Ftoto: Susaa B. IilFilliams

Senior Assistant Atto

Date September 3,2A26

Re: Revisions to the Virginia Standad"s ofAca'editatiolc to coflport 8VAC20-132-51 witl Chapter
182 and Chaptet 789 of the 2026 Acts of Assembly (ExemptActioa) (Action 71.04/Stage
11311)

I have reviewed tbe version of the final regulation ideatified above ir order to detennine
whether the Smte Board of Education @oard) has the authotity to promulgate the regulation and if
the tegulatioa comlrorts with applicable state law.

Pmsuant to $ 22.1-16 of the Co* of Virginia, the Boatd has authority to promulgate
regulations tocaffy outits statutorypowersandduties.Inaddition,S?2.1-253.tr3:13 of theCods
authodees the Boatd to ptomulgate regulations establishhg standards of accreditation. Lastly, drese
regulatory chaages are tequked by Chaptet 182 atrd Chapter ?89 of the 2026 Acts of Assembly.

It is my riew that the Board has the authority * and doty * to promulgate this final
regulation, aad that the Board has not exceeded that authority. It is also my vieur that this regulatory
action is exempt from Article 2 of the Administrative Process Act pursuart to Cod.e af Virginid $
2.240A6 (AX4Xa). It is further my view that this acion remains subiect to Virginia Office of the
Governor Executive Order 17 @26), aad that the Board has not exceeded its authodty.

If you have any questions or coacetns, please feel ftee to contact me at the address above, by
telephone at (S04) 566-6666 ot by elecftonic mail at swilliarns@oag.state.va.us.


