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Brief Summary 
 [RIS1] 

 

Provide a brief summary (preferably no more than 2 or 3 paragraphs) of this regulatory change (i.e., new 
regulation, amendments to an existing regulation, or repeal of an existing regulation). Alert the reader to 
all substantive matters. If applicable, generally describe the existing regulation.   
              

 
Section 30: 
The proposal is to enable the Department to authorize individuals other than Department staffs to affix a 
CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) tag to an 
otter pelt to enhance efficiency of administering the CITES program in Virginia. 
 

[RIS2] 
Mandate and Impetus 

 
 

Identify the mandate for this regulatory change, and any other impetus that specifically prompted its 
initiation (e.g., new or modified mandate, internal staff review, petition for rulemaking, periodic review, or 
board decision). For purposes of executive branch review, “mandate” has the same meaning as defined 
in the ORM procedures, “a directive from the General Assembly, the federal government, or a court that 
requires that a regulation be promulgated, amended, or repealed in whole or part.”  



Town Hall Agency Background Document     Form: TH-08 
 

 

 2 

              

 

Section 30: 
The proposed change will allow for trappers to receive and affix a CITES tag to an otter pelt themselves 
after providing harvest information to the department. Currently only agents of the Department can affix 
CITES tags to otters. The proposed change will make it easier and more cost effective for trappers to 
receive the tags, improve the data collection process for otter harvest, and decrease the administrative 
burden on Department staff who currently administer most of the tags for otters.  
This proposed change provide consistency with the current Department regulation for affixing CITES tags 
to bobcat pelts (4VAC15-170-30). 
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