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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  April 2, 1993 
 
TO:  Division of Shellfish Sanitation Staff 
 
THROUGH: Eric H. Bartsch, P.E., Director 
  Office of Water Programs 
 
FROM:  Robert E. Croonenberghs, Ph.D., Director 
  Division of Shellfish Sanitation 
 
SUBJECT: Classification - Policy - Notification of Emergency Closures and Re-openings 
 
 
Delete Working Memo #81 
 
When it has been determined in the Central Office that a growing area should be closed on an 
emergency basis, VMRC Law Enforcement in Newport News is called and informed and they will 
get in touch with local VMRC inspectors.  The field director is then called.  If the field director knows 
harvesters who generally work the area in question, they should be contacted, if possible, to 
prevent them from having to throw back their catch.  It is important to get the word out regarding an 
emergency closure as soon as possible. 
 
When the decision is made to reopen the area, VMRC Law Enforcement and the field office will be 
called.  Every effort will be made to keep the field offices informed so that unneeded sampling runs 
will not be made. 
 
If harvesters ask if an area has been reopened, they should be referred to VMRC since that agency 
is responsible for enforcement and the Division has no way of knowing if the local inspector has 
been notified of the change in classification. 


