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VIRGINIA BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

Duties of an Unlicensed Veterinary Assistant

Applicable Regulations

Regulations
18VACI150-20-172. Delegation of duties.

A. A licensed veterinarian may delegate the administration (including by injection) of schedule VI drugs
to a properly trained assistant under his immediate and direct supervision. The prescribing veterinarian
has a specific duty and responsibility to determine that the assistant has had adequate training to safely
administer the drug in a manner prescribed. Injections involving anesthetic or chemotherapy drugs,
subgingival scaling, or the placement of intravenous catheters shall not be delegated to an assistant.

B. Additional tasks which may be delegated by a licensed veterinarian to a properly trained assistant
include but are not limited to the following:

1. Grooming,

2. Feeding,

3. Cleaning;

4. Restraining,

5. Assisting in radiology,

6. Setting up diagnostic tests;

7. Prepping for surgery;,

8. Dental polishing and scaling of teeth above the gum line (supragingival);

9. Drawing blood samples, or

10. Filling of schedule VI prescriptions under the direction of a veterinarian licensed in Virginia.

C. A licensed veterinarian may delegate duties electronically to appropriate veterinary personnel
provided the veterinarian has physically examined the patient within the previous 36 hours.

D. Animal massage or physical therapy may be delegated by a veterinarian to persons qualified by
training and experience by an order from the veterinarian.

E. The veterinarian remains responsible for the duties being delegated and remains responsible for the
health and safety of the animal.
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1. All Schedule Il through V drugs shall be maintained under lock at all times, with access to the
veterinarian or veterinary technician only, but not to any unlicensed personnel.

Guidance
Question: May an unlicensed assistant induce anesthesia?



G uidance docum ent: 15020 Adopted: dine 3,2013

Response: A licensed veterinarian may delegate to an unlicensed assistant the prepping of an animal for
surgery. Surgery prepping includes clipping, scrubbing and attaching monitoring equipment. It does not
include sedating an animal, intubation or induction of anesthesia. During surgery, an unlicensed assistant
under the direction of a licensed veterinarian may adjust dials on gas-flow or drip anesthesia equipment.

Question: May an unlicensed assistant access Schedule I — V drugs?

Response: An unlicensed assistant may not have access to Schedule II, III, IV and V drugs to inventory,
prepare, administer or dispense the drugs. An unlicensed assistant may receive and open packages with
unknown contents that may potentially contain Schedule II — V drugs. However, once it is determined
that the contents include Schedule II, II1, IV or V drugs, the handling of the package contents must be
turned over to a license veterinarian or licensed veterinary technician.



